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Free School Meals (FSM) Eligibility  

 Please apply for FSM if your circumstances have changed due to the pandemic. Making an application is straightforward and you 
should get a decision quickly. You can apply here  https://www.learningtrust.co.uk/content/apply-free-school-meals . 

 Please let the office know if you are not entitled to FSM but feel that you are struggling as we might be able to offer you other help 
such as food hampers. If this is the case, please email pa@benthal.hackney.sch.uk 

 The voucher scheme with the new company is now up and running and you should have received those and will continue to do so on a 
weekly basis. The vouchers are only for children who are entitled to FSM and do not currently attend the school. 

 Breakfast bundles for children entitled to FSM are on offer as a part of Magic Breakfast initiative. 

 Hackney food hub supports vulnerable people in the borough with food and medication delivery if you are not able to leave home. 
Individuals can also apply for help with food by calling 020 8356 3111. 

 

With immediate effect, eligibility for free school meals has temporarily been extended to include some children of groups who have no re-
course to public funds (NRPF). This extension of eligibility will end when schools have reopened to all children. 

You may be eligible for support with free school meals for a temporary period as a result of the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak.  Please com-
plete  this form if you are in one of the following categories: 

A Zambrano carer 

Have the right to remain in the UK under Article 8 of the ECHR 

Receiving support under Section 4 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

Receiving support under Section 17 of the Children Act 1989 AND are subject to a NRPF condition 

Apart from those receiving support under Section 4 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999, you must also be earning less than £7,400 per 
year after tax. 

If you feel that this applies to you, then please fill in the form on our website and email it to the school office, on 
office@benthal.hackney.sch.uk. If you are unable to email it to us, then please place it in a sealed envelope and leave it in the school reception 
area. 

Safeguarding Advice for Parents/carers 

NSPCC.org.uk  

 Corona Virus: advice and support 

 Online grooming of children 

 Counselling on impact of Corona virus outbreak 

 Children using Facebook 

        Reminders 

 The school office is open daily 8am-4pm (term time), please feel free to e-mail or call us if you have any questions, 
we are here to support you through this turbulent time. 

 Please be reminded that the  school is currently open for children of key workers, so if you became a key worker 
since 20th March and require a school space, please contact the school office. You will need to provide evidence. 

 Please be reminded that if you’re a key worker and your child currently attends school, you are required to pay for school services 
(breakfast club and play centre and dinners) as usual. 

 Please try to continue paying for school services if you have an outstanding charge on your child’s account so it is cleared by the time 
we re-open.  We understand  that some of you may be having difficulty with this and if that’s the case please speak to the school office.  

 Class Reading Books—We are offering you the opportunity to come and swap your reading books every other week. We are following 
government safety guidelines by disinfecting every book returned. We need to ensure the virus is not taken home on a book, this is the 
common sense approach.  

 Free milk for all under-fives (Nursery and Reception  children) will be provided from week beginning 4th May every Friday. Please col-
lect it from the main reception office waiting area 10-12 noon. Please note that Friday 8th of May is a bank holiday so collection for this 
week only will be on Thursday 7th May and weekly on Fridays thereafter. 

Safeguarding advice for Children 

Childline.org.uk 

 Worried about Corona Virus? 

 How are you feeling? 

 Common causes of worry 

 Need to talk? 

 Fun activities - videos and games 
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